
 

 
 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

We hope that everyone has been having a great 2015! We cannot 

believe that we have already reached the month of March. The 2014-

2015 school year is “flying” by. 

 

I hope you had an opportunity to watch our boys’ Hockey team win 

the 3A State Championship against Monroe Catholic out of 

Fairbanks. The boys defeated Monroe in the Region III Hockey Tournament and were lucky 

enough to compete against Monroe Catholic again in the State Championship game. Additionally, 

our wrestling team won the Region III Wrestling Tournament. Our students and staff consistently 

impress us with their high personal expectations and commitment to excellence as they take the 

stage or competition arena to represent HHS. 

 

As we head into the 4
th
 quarter of the school year we would like to review and reinforce several of 

our school wide expectations.  

Cell Phones 

Cell phones are an issue on every high school campus, and HHS is no different. With so many of 

our teachers using the smart phone technology for instruction, students are often times using their 

phones in class for projects and assignments. Be sure your students know the difference between 

classwork and personal use. It’s always tempting to check their Twitter/Facebook/Instagram and 

while in class, however; if they are discovered their teacher will ask them to put the cell phone 

away. If they refuse to put the phone away or are caught with it a 2
nd

 time the teacher will request 

their cell phone for the remainder of the period. If the student refuses to give their teacher the 

phone, the student will be sent to the office where the phone will safely be stored for the remainder 

of the day. The student will be allowed to pick the phone up at the end of the school day.  

 

Early Dismissals 

If for any reason you need your student to leave school for an appointment, it is imperative that you 

contact the attendance office so we can release your students. Please do not text your student and 

tell them to leave school. Students who leave campus without the proper clearance through the front 

office will be considered truant and will be assigned ISS or several lunch detentions.  

 

School Report Card 

The 2013-2014 school report card for Houston High School is available on-line. You may follow 

the link below to the report card on the district website or locate the report card on our school 

website titled Houston High School Information (Report Card). 

 

1. District web site: http://www.matsuk12.us/Page/25937 

2. On this web-page, click on your school to view your school report card for  

the 2013-2014 school year. 
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The report card provides information about HHS’s performance. It includes standardized testing 

data, staff qualifications and our school’s ASPI (Alaska School Performance Index) rating. The 

ASPI rating is the new system by which all schools in the state are evaluated. We are currently a 

three star school and missed the four star rating by less than a point.  We will continue to work 

diligently to become a four star school by improving in a few areas with attendance and decreased 

failure rates being a primary focus. Please contact us if you’d like specifics on any of our current 

data, or how the ASPI rating system is quantified. 

 

SOAR 

In support of this, we recently implemented the SOAR period and the initial impact is very 

promising.  Students who have any Fs or Ds in their classes will spend 25 minutes in their 4
th
 

periods to work on getting caught up. Teachers have reported that students are actively using this 

time to improve their grades and prepare for the end of the semester.  We are excited to see the 

actual data as it comes in from last semester. 

 

Scholarships and FAFSA 

Many of our seniors are actively pursuing scholarship opportunities and we encourage them work 

closely with the counselors for additional support.  It is not too late to pursue scholarships, but we 

encourage every senior to focus on it ASAP as deadlines are approaching.  Additionally, you need 

to fill out your FAFSA application if you plan on attending a university, community college, or 

trade school post high school. You can start the FAFSA process by going to the following website: 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 

 

Title I 

As many of you know, HHS is currently receiving Title I funds to support our students. Title I 

funding is determined by the number of students who qualify for Free and Reduced Lunches. The 

Title I funds we receive are used to provide an additional instructor in Mathematics, an Intervention 

Specialist, supportive instructional programs and material support.  This is in addition to ensuring 

all students are receiving a lunch during the day, which directly relates to their performance at 

school.  Please be assured that ALL of the information is kept strictly confidential.  Your support in 

filling out Free and Reduced Lunch application https://lunch.matsuk12.us/Register.aspx (also 

attached) is a critical piece of our team effort to ensure the success of our students.  Please fill out 

the form and return it to HHS even if you are not sure you will qualify.  If you have already filled 

out the form this year for one of your children, you do not need to do it again.   
 

Thanks for all of your support and please stop by or call if you have any questions. GO HAWKS! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Bill Johnson & Justin Ainsworth 

William.Johnson@matsuk12.us 

Justin.Ainsworth@matsuk12.us     
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Fred Meyers 

You can help Houston High School earn donations just by shopping with your Fred Meyer Rewards 

Card! 

 

Fred Meyer is donating $2.5 million per year to non-profits in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and 

Washington, based on where their customers tell them to give.  Here’s how the program works:  

Sign up for the Community Rewards program by linking you Fred Meyer Rewards Card to Houston 

High School at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards.   You can search for us by our name or by 

our number 82443.  Then every time you shop and use your Rewards Card, you are helping 

Houston High School earn a donation! 

 

You still earn your Rewards Points, Fuel Points, and Rebates, just as you do today. If you do not 

have a Rewards Card, they are available at the Customer Service desk of any Fred Meyer store.  For 

More information, please visit www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards 

 

 

Library Notes 

Parents, Library overdue notices were given to students this week.  Seniors MUST have a clear 

library record before graduation.  Many freshmen still have HMS library & textbooks on their 

accounts.  HMS books can be returned to the HHS library. If you think HMS books were returned 

but they are still getting a notice contact Mr. Sawyer at HMS 892-9535 to clear it.  District policy 

states that library & textbook materials must be returned or paid for if lost.  Encourage students to 

clear those Library accounts today!  

 

Nurse Notes 

HHS Families, 

 

We have had some recent cases of pneumonia in the community. Please reinforce frequent 

hand-washing and covering of coughs (coughing in the upper arm sleeve rather than the 

hands is recommended) with your family. If a family member develops a cough 

accompanied by difficulty breathing, fever or chills have him/her evaluated promptly by a 

healthcare provider. Young children and adults over age 65 are at the greatest risk for 

complications from pneumonia and vaccines are available for children, older adults and 

those who have chronic illnesses or a weakened immune system. Thank you for working 

together with us to keep our community healthy.  

 

~Crystal Allen, RN School Nurse 
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The UAA Dental Programs will be hosting 

Mini Mission of Mercy: Dental Days at UAA 

March 26 – 28, 2015 

Free dental services are offered for individuals with no dental insurance and a limited income. 

Registration is required at http://dentaldays.doattend.com. 

Be sure to fill out your ADA Health History form before the event and bring it with you. 

The forms, a map, and flyer are available at the site listed below. 

For more information, email questions to dentaldays@uaa.alaska.edu or 

call the UAA Allied Health Dental Programs at 907-786-6929. 

Site with additional information about the UAA Dental Days event: 

http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/alliedhealth/dentalclinic/dental-days-at-uaa.cfm 
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